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State  of  Montana 
Industrial  Accident  Board 

HELENA,  MONTANA 

November  1,  1958 

Honorable  J.  Hugo  Aronson 

Governor 

Deer  Governor  Aronson: 

Pursuant  tc  Section  92-642,  Revised  Codes  of  Montana,  1947, 
we  are  transmitting,  herewith,  the  forty-third  annual  report  of  the 
Industrial  Accident  Board. 

Yours  truly, 


I z  I       Robert  F.  Swanberg 
Chairman 


/s/   Albert  H.  Kruse 
Commissioner 


/s/   Elmer  A.  Rude 
Commissioner 


ATTEST: 

/s/   W.  W.  Casper 
Secretary 
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The  activities  of  the  Montana  Industrial  Accident  Board  during  the  i+3rd 
year  of  operation  are  described  in  the  following  summary  and  by  the  use  of 
statistical  tables. 

During  the  year  Oliver  Sullivan  resigned  as  Commissioner  of  Labor  and 
Industry  and  was  replaced  by  Elmer  A.  Rude.  The  membership  of  the  Industrial 
Accident  Board  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  Robert  F.  Swanberg,  Chairman,  Albert 
H.  Kruse,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  and  Elmer  A.  Rude,  Commissioner  of 
Labor  and  Industry.  Mr.  Rude  is  Treasurer  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  continued  its  supervision  of  8l  self-insured  employers  enrolled 
under  Flan  I  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  This  is  an  increase  in  en- 
rollment of  10  firms  during  the  past  year.  This  represents  a  ih'fa   increase 
during  the  past  year. 

This  increase  in  enrollment  under  Plan  I  is  due,  in  part,  to  the  increased 
premium  rates  of  the  Industrial  Insurance  Fund;  in  part,  to  the  increase  in 
premium  rates  of  insurance  carriers,  and  to  the  reluctance  of  insurance  carriers 
to  write  compensation  coverage  for  some  of  the  more  hazardous  industries;  and 
in  part,  to  the  growth  of  certain  concerns  to  a  size  that  justifies  self- 
insurance  . 

1,933  industrial  accidents  occurred  to  employees  of  self -insured  employers 
and  6h"   claims  for  compensation  were  filed  by  the  injured  workmen.  This  is 
a  6.5$  decrease  in  the  number  of  claims  filed.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of 
accidents  and  claims  is  due,  in  part,  to  the  decreased  employment  caused  by 
depressed  economic  conditions;  and  in  part,  to  the  increased  emphasis  which 
industry  is  placing  on  a  more  adequate  accident  prevention  program. 

Self-insured  employers  paid  $666,623.35  in  compensation  during  the  past 
fiscal  year.  This  is  an  increase  in  compensation  payments  cf  $29; 998.29  or 
a  3*5$  increase  in  the  amount  of  compensation  paid  on  30$  fewer  claims.  Dur- 
ing the  *J-2nd  year  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  self -insured  employers 
paid  $836, 73^-06  on  936  claims  or  a  cost  per  claim  of  $893 '95-  The  payment 
of  $S66,o23.35  during  the  *+3rd  year  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  on  647 
claims  represents  a  cost  per  claim  of  $1, 339-'+ 5  or  a  ky.8fo   increase  in  cost 
per  claim. 

The  increase  in  the  cost  per  claim  was  due,  in  part,  to  the  hazardous 
type  of  employment  engaged  in  by  most  Flan  I  employers;  ana  in  part,  to  the 
increased  compensation  benefits  enacted  by  the  35th  Legislative  Session. 

Self-insured  employers  paid  $103,132.09  for  medical  and  burial  benefits 
during  the  past  fiscal  year.  This  represents  an  increase  of  $9,135-86  over 
the  previous  year.  The  amount  paid  for  medical  and  burial  benefits  does  not 
reflect  the  amount  paid  under  hospital  contracts  which  would  make  the  total 
of  medical  and  buried  benefits  paid  several  times  larger. 

There  were  h,kk3   employers  enrolled  under  Flan  II  of  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  who  carried  their  workmen's  compensation  coverage  with  private 
insurance  companies.  This  was  an  i.v.ai'ss.r. a  of  ^Sy   enrollments.  This  repre- 
sents a  11.8$  increase  during  the  :c~zz     e_r. 
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This  increase  in  enrollment  was  due,  in  part,  to  favorable  rate  classi- 
fications for  smaller  employers  in  certain  industries  because  of  the  insurance 
companies'  ability  to  be  selective  in  accepting  risks. 

6,54-0  industrial  accidents  occurred  to  employees  of  employers  enrolled 
under  Plan  II  and  930  claims  for  compensation  were  filed  by  the  injured  work- 
men. This  is  a  9.6$  decrease  in  the  number  of  accidents  reported  and  a  16.7$ 
decrease  in  the  number  of  claims  filed. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  accidents  reported  and  claims  filed  is  due, 
in  part,  to  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  employers  engaged  in  extra-hazardous 
industries  insured  under  Plan  II;  in  part,  to  the  increased  selectivity  of 
insurance  carriers  in  accepting  risks;  and  in  part,  to  increased  accident  pre- 
vention activities  on  the  part  of  insurance  companies  and  the  employers  they 
insure . 

The  insurors  of  employers  enrolled  under  Plan  II  of  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  paid  $835,474.04  in  compensation  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 
This  is  a  decrease  in  compensation  payments  of  $554, 367-34  °r  a  39.8$  decrease 
in  the  amount  of  compensation  paid  on  16.7$  fewer  claims.  During  the  42nd 
year  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  the  insurors  paid  $1,389,81+1.38  on 
1,117  claims  or  a  cost  per  claim  of  $1,144.26.  The  payment  of  $835,474.04  in 
compensation  during  the  past  fiscal  year  on  930  claims  represents  a  cost  per 
claim  of  $898.35  or  a  21.5$  decrease  in  the  cost  per  claim. 

The  decrease  in  the  cost  per  claim  of  private  insurance  companies  in- 
suring employers  under  Plan  II  is  due,  in  part,  to  the  withdrawal  of  private 
insurance  companies  from  writing  Workmen's  Compensation  coverage  in  the  more 
hazardous  industries;  and  in  part,  to  the  increased  selectivity  of  private 
companies  in  accepting  Workmen's  Compensation  risks. 

Private  insurance  companies  paid  $375,847.82  for  medical  and  burial 
benefits  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  This  represents  an  increase  of 
$10,743.17  in  medical  and  burial  benefits  over  the  previous  year. 

8,669  employers  were  enrolled  under  Plan  III  of  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Act  of  Montana  and  carried  their  insurance  with  the  Industrial 
Insurance  Fund  administered  by  the  Industrial  Accident  Board.  This  is  a 
decrease  of  355  in  the  number  of  employers  covered  under  Plan  III . 

A  mere  detailed  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Industrial  Insurance 
Fund  will  be  made  later  in  this  report. 

Table  I  on  page  3  shows  the  number  of  firms  carrying  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation by  Plan  for  the  past  10  fiscal  years. 

10,389  industrial  accidents  occurred  to  employees  of  employers  enrolled 
under  Plan  III,  and  l,oC8  claims  were  filed  by  the  injured  Workmen.  This  is 
a  11.3$  decrease  in  the  number  o.'J   accidents  reported  and  a  2-3$  increase  in 
the  number  of  claims  filed.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  accidents  reported 
is  due,  in  part,  to  decreased  emplc  .  '■  :  ..v-cl  V  ■  lipresced  economic  con- 
ditions; and  in  part,  to  a  vigorous  ac-ldent  ;;•_•:•"._:.:  Lor.  program  carried  out 
by  our  Safety  Department.  This  increase  in  cliii:  .:   is  due.  in  part,  to  the  de- 
pressed economic  conditions  making  less  work  available  to  partially  disabled 
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TABLE  I 

COMPARISON  OF  NEW  FIRMS  OVER  TEN  FISCAL  YEARS 
(Net  Increase  Each  Year  Over  Previous  Year) 


Fiscal  Year 

Plan  I 

Plan  II 

Plan  III 

Total 

19k8-k9 

-5 

655 

156 

806 

19li-9-50 

1 

663 

136 

600 

1950-51 

0 

^53 

255 

70S 

1951-52 

2 

115 

1+16 

533 

1952-53 

7 

-he 

561 

522 

1953-5^ 

k 

-109 

336 

231 

195^-55 

3 

213 

7^3 

959 

1955-56 

-2 

25 

511 

53^ 

1956-57 

5 

-600 

61+5 

50" 

1957-53 

10 

k-69 

-355 

12^ 

NUMBER  OF  FIRMS  CARRYING  WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  INSURANCE 

(Ten  Year  Comparison) 

19^8-^9 

i91;-9-50 
1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-53 
1953-5^ 
195^-55 
1955-56 
1956-57 
1957-53 

*  Correction  -  For  1956-57*  Plan  I  should  have  shown  an  increase 
I  of  5,  for  a  total  of  71;  total  of  all  firms 

should  have  shown  13,069. 


51 

3,260 

5A07 

8,718 

52 

3,923 

5,5^3 

9,532 

52 

^,376 

5,812 

10,2>40 

5^ 

h,k9± 

6, 628 

10, 773 

61 

h,kk5 

6,739 

11,295 

65 

^336 

7,125 

11, S26 

68 

k,5k9 

7,868 

12,1*85 

* 
71 

k,57k 

8,379 

13,019 

3,97^ 

9,024 

13,069 

81 

1^1*3 

8,669 

13,193 

workmen;  and  in  part,  to  the  increased  awareness  on  the  part  of  the  injured 
workman  of  his  rights  and  benefits  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 
The  Eoard  has  attempted  to  advise  all  injured  workmen  of  their  rights  and 
obligations  under  the  Act. 

Table  II  shows  the  number  of  accidents  reported  and  the  number  of  claims 
filed  by  Plan  for  the  past  10  fiscal  years. 

The  Industrial  Insurance  Fund  paid  $2,^9,337.60  in  compensation  during 
the  past  fiscal  year.  This  is  an  increase  in  compensation  payments  of 
$202,126.59  °r  a  3.9?o  increase  in  the  amount  of  compensation  paid  on  2.**$ 
more  claiir.s . 

The  Industrial  Insurance  Fund  paid  $721,^^3-13  in  medical  claims  with  an 
additional  $2,000.00  paid  to  the  second  injury  fund  in  k   no-dependent  death 
cases . 


TABLE  II 

NUMBER  OF  ACCIDENTS  &  CLAIMS  FILED  LY  PLA'l 
(Ten  Year  Comparison) 


Year 

PLAN   1 

1 

PLAN 

II 

Accidents 

Claims 

Accidents 

Claims 

39 

1,978 

876 

7,881 

1,220 

40 

1,692 

739 

7,682 

1,224 

41 

2,022 

1,008 

7,318 

1,245 

42 

2,C67 

936 

7,242 

1,117 

43 

1,933 

647 

6,450 

930 

PLAN  III  TUTAL 

Accidents      Claims      Accidents    Claims 


9,000 

9,988 

11,012 

11,718 

10,389 


1,342 


L.450 


1,459 

:  ,571 

:  ,608 


18  ,859 
19,362 
20,852 
21 ,027 
18,e62 


3,438 
3,413 
3,712 
3,624 
3,184 
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The  Board  set  3V7  cases  for  hearing  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  62 
Plan  I  cases,  151  Plan  II  cases,  and  134  Plan  III  cases  were  set  for  hearing. 

Table  III  shows  the  percentage  of  claims  filed  for  each  Plan  which  were 
set  for  hearing. 


TABLE 

III 

Plan 

Nur.ber 
Claims 

of 

Number  of 
Hearings 

Percent  of  Claims 
Set  for  Hearing 

Plan  I 

6^7 

62 

9-6 

Plan  II 

930 

151 

16.2 

Plan  III 

1,608 

8-3 

Table  IV  shows  the  cost  per  claim  of  compensation  payments  for  each  Plan^ 
for  the  past  five  years  based  on  the  number  of  claims  filed  each  year,  and  the 
amount  of  compensation  paid. 


TABLE  IV 

COST  PER  CLAIM  BY  PLAN 

Claims  Cost  Per 

Plan                   Year                       Compensation  Paid  Filed  Claim 

I  39th  $614,1+29.12  876  $701  AC 
40th  586,785.53  739  794.03 
i+ist                         635,771.1+8  1,008  630.72 

tend                                7^2,737.63  936  793-52 

lt-3rd                                   866,623.35  6V7  1,339^5 

II  39th  818,119.5!+  1,220  670.60 
1:0th  971,622.93  1,221+  793.81 
1+lst  1,01+2,303.65  1,21+5  837.19 
l+2nd  l,02l+,7l+l-73  1,117  917.1+1 
l+3rd                                  835,l+7l+.Ol+  930  898.35 

III  39th  1,509,196.65  1,31+2  1,124.59 
l+0th                              1,693,035.01+  1,1+50  l,l67.6l 

last         2,123,027.47  1,459  1,455.13 

l+2nd            2,21+8,211.01  1,571  1,1+31-07 

l+3rd            2,41+9,337.60  1,608  1,523.22 


During  the  past  five  years,  the  cost  per  claim,  computed  on  the  basis  of 
the  table  above,  increased  191/0  for  Plan  I;   I3I+/0  for  Plan  II  and  135$  for 
Plan  III. 


SUPREME  COURT  DECISIONS 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Montana  handed  down  four  (M  decisions 
on  Workmen' s  Compensation  matters  during  the  ^3rd  year  of  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act.  This  is  the  same  number  of  decisions  handed  down  during  the 
42nd  year  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 

The  first,  John  Yurkovich  vs.  Industrial  Accident  Beard  (kl   St.  Rep.  229) 
pertained  to  the  time  limits  for  filing  a  sworn  claim  for  compensation  "by  an 
injured  workman  after  certain  medical  benefits  had  been  furnished  the  injure! 
workman  under  the  provisions  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 

The  second,  Mary  Murphy  vs.  The  Anaconda  Company  (15  St.  Rep.  157)  per- 
tained to  the  liability  of  the  employer  for  an  industrial  accident  based  on 
the  casual  relationship  between  the  work  being  performed  and  the  injury. 

The  third,  Luella  Zachariasen  vs.  Vern  and  Mary  Meeks  and  The  Great 
American  Indemnity  Company  (15  St.  Rep.  239)  pertained  to  the  admission  of 
additional  evidence  upon  appeal  of  an  Industrial  Accident  Board  ruling  to  the 
District  Court. 

The  fourth,  Leslie  L.  Gaffney  vs.  Industrial  Accident  Board  (15  St.  Rep. 
373)  pertained  to  the  time  for  commencement  of  compensation  payments  where 
the  injured  continues  to  work  for  a  period  of  time  after  the  injury;  to  a 
claim  for  increase  in  payments  occasioned  by  legislative  amendments  to  the 
act;  and  to  a  claim  for  interest  on  compensation  from  the  date  of  accrual  of 
these  payments  to  the  date  of  payment. 

INDUSTRIAL  ACCIDENT  EOARD  ADMINISTRATIVE  INCOME  &  DISBURSEMENTS 

The  ^jrcL  year  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  was  the  first  year  that 
the  Industrial  Accident  Board  was  administered  on  a  self-sustaining  basis 
instead  of  receiving  appropriations  from  the  General  Fund.  The  35th  Legislative 
Session  provided  that  the  Board  should  be  financed  by  assessments  on  self- 
insured  employers,  insurance  carriers,  and  the  Industrial  Insurance  Fund. 

The  maximum  assessment  provided  for  in  the  law  is  as  follows: 

Plan  I  .02$  of  the  annual  payroll. 

Plan  II        1-75$  of  the  direct  premiums  written. 
Plan  III      I0.0C$  of  the  net  premium  income  of  the 

Industrial  Insurance  Fund. 

Disbursements  necessary  to  operate  the  Industrial  Accident  Beard  are 
charged  to  the  Plan  causing  the  disbursement. 

Table  V  on  page  7  shows  the  income  and  disbursements  of  the  Industrial 
Accident  Board  by  Plan  for  the  k2ri.   year. 

It  is  evident  that  an  increase  in  the  m:j:imuir,  assessment  against  insur- 
ance carriers  must  be  made. 


The  percentage  cost  of  operating  the  Industrial  Accident  Beard  is  shown 
on  Table  VI. 

TABLE  V 

INDUSTRIAL  ACCIDENT  BOARD  INCOIiE  A;iD  DISBURSEMENTS 

(43rd  Year) 


PLAiJ  I         FLAN  II         PLAN  III        TOTAL 


INCOME: 


Amount  $25,400.00      $33,808.65      $281,141.68      $340,330.33 

Assessment  Percentage       .00192        .0168  ^         9.6  ^2' 


MAXIMUM  ASSESSMENT 

Allowable  Percentage  .02  v~'  1.75  ^'  10.00 


(1)  ,   ,B  (2)  irt  on  (2) 


DISD!JRrEilEi.TS: 

Amount  20,434.00  54,303.00  211,41c. 00  285, 147. co 

Percentage  or  Assessment  80.44  160.6  75.1 

Percentage  of 

I4a.xi.mum  Allowable  77.23  154.19  72.1 

Boiler  Inspection       22r454.oo 

(1)  Of  payroll 

(2)  Of  premium  Total  $308,601.00 


*#***«■■*  ** 


TABLE  VI 


COST  OF  OPERATING  INDUSTRIAL  ACCIDENT  BOARD 
(By  Plans) 


PI-AM  PERCENTAGE 
Plan  I  6.6 

Plan  II  17.6 

Plan  III  63.5 

Boiler  Inspections  7.3 
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INDUSTRIAL  INSURANCE  FUND 

ACCOUNTING 

The  premium  income  of  the  Industrial  Insurance  Fund  for  the  past  fiscal 
year  was  $3, 755, 667.59.  This  is  an  increase  of  $820,748.09  or  a  27-9$  in- 
crease in  premium  income  during  the  past  year.  Disbursements  from  the 
Industrial  Insurance  Fund  totaled  $3, 172,730. 73 •  This  is  an  increase  of 
$127,66^.00  or  a  4.1$  increase  in  the  disbursements  during  the  past  year. 

Table  VII  shows  the  premium  income  and  disbursements  of  the  Industrial 
Insurance  Fund  for  the  past  5  fiscal  years. 

TABLE  VII 

INCOME  &  DISBURSMENTS 
(39th  to  43rd  Year) 

Year  Income  Disbursements 

39th  t'2,074,812.39  $2,000,319.60 

4Cth  2,190,484.16  2,247,196.97 

4lst  2,395,716.56  2,747,093.18 

42nd  2,934,919.50  3,045,116.73 

43rd  3,755,667.59  3,172,7&0-73 

Total  $13,351,600.20  $13,212,512.21 

utmu>/uu 
A  A  A  WnnR  a 

The  book  value  of  the  investments  of  the  Fund  is  $6,822,750.00.  This 
is  an  increase  of  $500,000.00  in  book  value  of  the  investments. 

The  Accounting  Department  is  making  the  administrative  and  procedural 
changes  necessary  for  conversion  from  manual  to  high  speed  machine  accounting. 
It  is  ejected  that  when  this  change  is  completed  that  80$  of  the  accounting 
procedures  will  be  handled  by  machine. 

A  detailed  financial  statement  will  be  made  and  distributed  as  a  separate 
report . 

SECOND  INJURY  FUND 

The  income  of  the  second  injury  fund  the  past  fiscal  year  was  $3,500.00. 
The  payment  of  $500.00  for  each  of  the  7  no-dependency  cases  furnished  the 
income  of  the  fund.  Disbursements  from  the  fund  totaled  $3,618.95.  There 
are  four  claims  against  the  fund.  Three  of  these  are  receiving  compensation. 

Table  VIII  shows  the  status  of  the  second  injury  fund  as  of  June  30,  1958. 
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TABLE  VIII 

SECOND  INJURY  FUND 
(Balance  Sheet  -  June  30,  1953) 

ASSETS:  LIABILITIES: 

Cash  Balance  6-30-58     $22> 531.07     Disbursements  $  3,l68.95 

Income  3,500.00     Claims  Unpaid  2k,lhk.j6 

Total  Assets  2:5,031.07     Accounts  Payable: 

Deficit  Balance           12,132.61+     Industrial  Insurance  Fund  1G,CC0.C0 

Interest  1+50.  GO 
Total  Assets  and 

Deficit  Balance          $38,213.71     Total  Liability  $38,213.71 

XXX  X-*-*** 

CLAIMS 

Administrative  procedures  were  put  into  effect  to  facilitate  the  pro- 
cessing of  claims  by  the  IBM  section  of  the  Research  &  Statistics  Department. 
Necessary  changes  were  made  so  that  individual  claim  liability  could  be  set 
and  recorded  against  the  employer's  account  and  against  the  correct  premium 
code . 

Changes  were  made  in  procedures  to  facilitate  prompt  payment  of  claims 
presented  against  the  Industrial  Insurance  Fund. 

A  speedup  in  processing  was  accomplished  by  discontinuing  a  dual  number 
system  for  accidents  and  claims  and  substituting  a  single  numbering  system. 

Procedures  were  changed  to  allow  a  closer  cooperation  between  the  Claims 
Department  and  the  Safety  Department  toward  the  end  of  instituting  an  ex- 
panded Accident  Prevention  Program.  An  increased  number  of  field  investiga- 
tions were  made  of  claims  presented  to  the  Industrial  Insurance  Fund  zo   see 
that  the  injured  workman  received  every  benefit  available  under  the  act  and 
to  help  assess  claim  liability. 

Forms  necessary  to  process  claims  were  revised  to  allow  for  more  rapid 
processing. 

Every  attempt  is  made  to  pay  compensation  written  2k   hours  after  receipt 
of  the  claim. 

The  Claims  Department  processed  10,339  accidents  during  the  past  fiscal 
year.  Claims  for  compensation  were  filed  for  1, 6o3  of  these  accidents. 
29,202  warrants  were  processed  for  the  payment  of  compensation  to  injured  work- 
men and  their  beneficiaries  and  for  the  payment  of  medical  and  hospital 
claims  presented  to  the  Industrial  Insurance  Fund. 

Table  IX  on  page  10  shows  the  premium  income  and  disbursements  of  the 
Industrial  Insurance  Fund  for  the  past  year. 
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[•ABLE  IX 


INDUSTRIAL  INSURANCE  FUND 
(income  and  Disbursements) 


IIICOME: 
Preirdum  Income 


$3; 755, 667. 59 


DISBURSEMENTS; 

Compensation 

Temporary  Total 
Temporary  Partial 
Permanent  Partial 
Permanent  Total 
Fatal 

Total  Compensation 


$551,530^1 

15,509.^2 

1,^65,754.17 

80,219.36 

336,32^.2^ 

2,  hk-9, 337.60 


Medical  &  Hospital 
Doctors 
Hospital 
Nursing 


Ambulance 

Extra  Legal 

Extra  Medical 

Artificial  Appliances 

Burial 

Miscellaneous  Medical 

Drugs 


396,927.62 
276,235.61 

2,1*71.00 

1, Ceo. 25 

12,931.05 

2,677-21+ 

384.26 

17,10*6.1  L 

36.50 

9,21*5-19 


Total  Med.  &  Host). 


Second  Injury  Fund 


721,1*1*3.13 
2,000. CO 


Total  Income 


$3,755,667.59 


Total  Disbursements   $3,172,750.73 
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Claim  liability  is  estimated  on  an  individual  claim  basis  and  the  total 
estimated  unpaid  liability  of  the  Industrial  Insurance  Fund  at  the  end  of  the 
past  fiscal  year  was  $4,488,526.2/7.  Open  accidents  and  claims  at  the  end  of 
the  fiscal  year  numbered  1,959- 

A  study  was  made  of  the  cost  per  compensation  claim  filed  during  the 
43rd  year.  These  claims  were  classified  by  weekly  rate,  and  based  on  this 
study,  an  average  cost  per  claim  of  $2,419-51  was  determined.  It  is  felt 
that  the  medical  and  compensation  increases  granted  by  the  last  legislative 
session  increased  the  cost  per  claim  by  25$. 

Table  X  shows  a  compilation  of  claims  filed  in  the  43rd  year  by  weekly 
rate. 

TABLE  X 

43RD  YEAR  CLAIMS  LY  WEEKLY  RATE 
(Based  on  1,022  Claims  -  Plan  III) 


Classification 

$ 

of  Cases 

Weekly 
Rate 

Weeks 
Com  p  . 

Med. 

Cost  Per  Clain 

COMP. 

I 

Total 

Mi  mi mum  Rate 

11.7 

$25.50 

65.9 

$478.10 

$1,680.16 

$2,158.26 

Single 

15.3 

23.00 

67.3 

380.45 

1,883.08 

2,263.52 

1  Beneficiary 

20.5 

30.50 

55.6 

425.98 

1,725.24 

2,151.22 

2  BEMEFiCI ARIES 

10.9 

33.50 

62.2 

378.56 

2,082.40 

2,460.96 

3                  » 

12.8 

36. 50 

63.3 

514.25 

2,328.13 

2,842.38 

4                  » 

10.5 

40.00 

52.2 

392.93 

2,088.55 

2,481.48 

5 

3.3 

42.50 

57.4 

520.79 

2,439.03 

2,959.82 

Average 

436.09 

1,983.42 

2,419.51 

9£    OF    CASES   [JOT 

CLASSIFIED 

****#*» 


It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  table  that  the  severity  of  the  injury, 
based  on  the  number  of  weeks  compensation  paid,  is  almost  identical  for  each 
weekly  wage  classification.  Special  interest  was  given  to  the  11.7$  of  the 
claims  which  fall  into  the  minimum  or  $25-50  Ve?  week  classification.  A  de- 
tailed study  of  these  claims  showed  that  the  claimants  receiving  compensation 
at  this  rate  received  from  50.2$  to  51P$  of  their  actual  weekly  wages  as 
compensation.  The  average  claimant  receiving  compensation  at  this  weekly 
rate  received  32.2$  of  his  actual  weekly  earning.  The  study  showed  that  the 
cost  of  compensation  payments  for  this  classification  was  increased  27-85;J 
over  what  it  would  have  been  if  the  minimum  weekly  rate  had  been  based  on 
the  percentage  of  earning  according  to  dependency. 

6l  fatal  industrial  accidents  were  reported  during  the  past  fiscal  year 
and  they  will  be  summarized  in  the  section  en  Research  and  Statistics.  A 
summary  of  the  industrial  aecideir'  s  reported  c::  the  basis  of  industry  class- 
ifications, accident  type,  agency  of  the  acc.'.ieu\;,  nature  of  injury,  body 
part  affected,  time  of  day  of  the  accident,  a;e,  marital  status,  and  geograph- 
ical location  (county),  will  also  be  made  in  the  section  on  Research  and 
Statistics. 
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UNDERWRITING 

8,669  employers  were  enrolled  under  Plan  III  of  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Act  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.   1,125  0^  these  employers  were 
public  corporations. 

The  premium  rate  increase  which  was  effective  July  1,  1957,  brought  an 
increased  premium  income  to  the  Industrial  Insurance  Fund  in  the  face  of  de- 
creased employment  due  to  depressed  economic  conditions.  The  effect  of  the 
rate  increases  on  the  individual  premium  codes  cannot  he  determined  until 
completion  of  a  rate  study  presently  being  made. 

Plans  were  made  and  put  into  effect  during  the  past  year  to  make  the 
underwriting  department  a  separate  department  responsible  for  classification 
of  employer  account,  collection  of  premiums,  and  establishment  of  rates. 
This  department  is  presently  re-evaluating  all  employer  accounts.  This  re- 
evaluation  will  be  completed  sometime  next  year.  • 

Studies  are  presently  underway  to  determine  the  procedures  necessary  to 
establish  minimum  premiums  for  each  premium  code  classification.  Necessary 
standards  are  being  established  for  determination  of  deposit  premiums. 

Procedures  were  put  into  effect  to  facilitate  the  change  from  the  Indus- 
trial Insurance  Fund  assessment  of  premiums  to  one  of  employer  assessment  of 
premiums.  This  change  will  reduce  the  present  delay  in  collection  of  pre- 
miums due . 

RESEARCH  AND  STATISTICS 

The  total  number  of  accidents  reported  during  the  past  fiscal  year  by 
all  employers  carrying  Workmen's  Compensation  coverage  in  Montana  was  18,362, 
a  decrease  of  approximately  10^>  from  the  previous  year's  total  of  21,026. 
Figures  obtained  from  the  Unemployment  Compensation  Commission  indicated  that 
employment,  excluding  agriculture,  was  about  2$  less  than  the  previous  fiscal 
year . 

All  but  two  major  industry  divisions  showed  a  decline  in  the  ratio  be- 
tween accidents  and  the  number  of  workers  employed.  The  following  divisions 
showed  an  increased  ratio  between  accidents  and  the  number  of  workers  em- 
ployed, Service;  and  Transportation,  Communications,  and  Utilities. 

The  number  of  fatal  accidents  reported  the  past  fiscal  year  was  6l,  a 
decrease  of  25$  from  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

A  comparison  of  -i-3rd  year  accidents  reported  on  the  basis  of  type, 
agency,  and  other  factors  did  net  show  a  significant  change  from  the  previous 
fiscal  years.  A  general  summary,  along  with  comparative  tables  is  found  on 
the  following  pages.  Definitions  used  in  these  tables  follows. 
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DEFINITIONS 

YEAR  -  The  fiscal  year  period  from  July  1,  through  June  30. 

LOST-TIME  ACCIDENTS  -  Any  accident  that  resulted  in  loss  of  time  from 

the  job  for  more  than  one-half  of  a  shift. 

MAJOR  INDUSTRY  -  Major  employer  divisions  according  to  the  type  of 
work  or  service  that  is  performed. 

TYPE  OF  ACCIDENT  -  Term  used  to  describe  or  connect  the  act,  motion, 

or  contact  between  the  agency  and  the  injured 
person,  which  in  turn  produces  the  accident  and 
injury. 

AGENCY  OF  THE  ACCIDENT  -  Object,  substance,  or  radiation  which  caused 

or  permitted  the  occurrence  of  the  accident. 

NATURE  OF  INJURY  -  Physical  damage  arising  from  the  accident. 

EODY  LOCATION  -  Area  or  appendage  of  the  body  affected  by  the  injury. 
Multiple  injuries  are  classified  to  the  body  part 
affectel  to  the  greatest  degree. 

II.O.C.  -  Not  otherwise  classified. 

MISCELLANEOUS  -  Classification  by  specific  grouping  impossible. 

V  V  V  V  V  V 
A  A  a  A  A  A 

INDUSTRY 

It  has  been  impossible  to  establish  a  standard  by  which  a  study  of 
accident  frequency  could  be  accurately  made.  A  general  study  was  made  of 
the  accidents  which  occurred  in  the  major  industry  divisions,  comparing 
them  with  the  number  of  workers  employed.  The  employment  figures  used  were 
taken  from  the  Unemployment  Compensation  Commission  records. 

AGRICULTURE 

Accidents  in  agriculture  and  agricultural  services  accounted  for  951 
accidents  or  yp   of  all  accidents  reported  in  the  ^3rd  year.  The  previous 
year,  the  accidents  reported  for  this  major  industry  division  totaled  1,056 
which  was  also  5$  of  all  accidents  reported.  Employment  figures,  unfortu- 
nately, are  not  available  for  agricultural  employment. 

The  initial  report  of  injury  indicated  that  approximately  one-half  of 
all  accidents  reported  caused  lost  time  from  work. 

The  most  common  types  cf  accidents  reported  were: 

1.  Struck  by  or  striking  against  objects  or  equipment  (39$), 

2.  Falls  and  slips  (26$), 

3.  Strain  or  overexertion  (llfo) . 
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The  agency  of  the  accident  most  frequently  reported  was: 

1.  Animals  (20$), 

2.  Vehicles  (12$), 

3.  Hand  tools  (12$), 

4.  Working  surfaces  (ll$) .  •' 


MINERAL  EXTRACTION 

Employers  engaged  in  the  extraction  of  minerals  reported  1,477  acci- 
dents or  7«8$  of  all  accidents  reported  in  the  43rd  year.  2,156  accidents 
were  reported  in  this  division  the  previous  year  or  10.2$  of  the  accidents 
reported.  The  number  of  accidents  reported  per  thousand  workers  employed 
declined  from  182  per  thousand  in  the  42nd  fiscal  year  to  l62  accidents  per 
thousand  workers  during  the  past  year. 

Two  out  of  every  five  accidents  reported  in  this  division  showed  loss 
of  time  from  work  according  to  the  initial  report  of  injury. 

The  type  of  accident  most  frequently  reported  was: 

1.  Struck  by  or  striking  against  objects  or  equipment  (45$), 

2.  Falls  and  slips  (15$), 

3.  Caught  in,  on,  or  between  (13$). 

The  most  common  agencies  of  the  accidents  were: 

1.  Working  surfaces  (10$), 

2.  Hoisting  apparatus  (10$), 

3.  Vehicles  (SUB- 
CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION 

Accidents  reported  in  the  contract  construction  division  accounted  for 
3,66l  accidents  or  20.4$  of  all  accidents  reported.  A  year  ago,  accidents 
for  this  division  totaled  4,097  or  19.4$  of  all  accidents  reported.  The 
number  of  accidents  reported  per  thousand  workers  employed  showed  a  decrease 
from  284  accidents  per  thousand  workers  in  the  42nd  year  to  28l  per  thousand 
workers  in  the  past  year. 

About  28$  of  the  accidents  reported  showed  a  loss  of  time  from  work  at 
the  time  that  the  initial  report  of  injury  was  filed. 

The  most  common  types  of  accidents  reported  in  contract  construction 
were : 

1.  Struck  by  or  striking  against  objects  or  equipment  (44$), 

2.  Falls  and  slips  (20$), 

3.  Strain  or  overexertion  (ill), 

4.  Foreign  body  in  the  eye  (10$). 

The  agencies  of  the  accidents  most  frequently  reported  were: 

1.  Hand  tools  (17$), 

2.  Working  surfaces  (15$), 

3-  Flying  particles,  unassirmed  to  a  parent  agency  (10$), 

14. 


1 


k.      Trees,  logs,  and  lumber  (7$0- 

MANUFACTURING 

Accidents  reported  for  all  manufacturing  industries  totaled  4,222  or 
22-3$  of  all  accidents  reported  during  the  ^3rd  year.  A  year  ago,  manu- 
facturing accidents  totaled  5,019  or  23>8$  of  all  accidents  reported.  A 
decrease  is  noted  in  the  number  of  accidents  reported  per  thousand  workers 
from  231  per  thousand  in  the  42nd  year  to  204  accidents  per  thousand  workers 
in  the  43rd  year.  At  the  time  the  initial  report  of  injury  was  filed,  1 
cut  of  every  3  accidents  showed  a  loss  of  time  from  work. 

The  most  common  types  of  accidents  reported  in  the  manufacturing  divis- 
ion were: 

1.  Struck  by  or  striking  against  objects  or  equipment  (44$), 

2.  Falls  and  slips  (19$), 

3.  Strain  or  overexertion  (13$). 

The  agencies  of  the  accidents  most  commonly  reported  were: 

1.  Trees,  logs,  and  lumber  (17$) , 

2.  Working  surfaces  (13$); 

3.  Hand  tools  (ll$), 

4.  Machines  (10$). 

TRANSPORTATION,  COMMUNICATIONS,  &  UTILITIES 

Accidents  reported  in  the  transportation,  communications,  and  utilities 
division  accounted  for  l,l3o  or  6.2$  of  all  accidents  reported.  A  year  ago, 
accidents  reported  for  this  division  totaled  1,193  °^  5 '0$  of  all  accidents 
reported.  The  number  cf  accidents  reported  per  thousand  workers  showed  an 
increase  from  54  accidents  per  thousand  workers  in  the  42nd  year  to  58  acci- 
dents per  thousand  workers  in  the  43rd  year. 

At  the  time  the  first  report  of  injury  was  filed,  30$  of  the  accidents 
reported  were  lost  time  accidents.: 

The  most  common  types  of  accidents  reported  in  these  industries  were: 

1.  Struck  by  or  striking  against  objects  or  equipment  (36$), 

2.  Falls  and  slips  (23$), 

3.  Strain  or  overexertion  (l5$) ■ 

Agencies  of  the  accidents  most  frequently  involved  were: 

1.  Working  surfaces  (l7$)> 

2.  Vehicles  (l5#), 

3.  Hand  tools  (lljfc) . 

TRADE 

Employers  engaged  in  trade  of  all  kinds  reported  a  total  cf  4,056  acci- 
dents or  21.5$  of  all  accidents  reported.  A  year  ago,  trade  establishments 
reported  4, '+67  accidents  or  21.3$  cf  all  accidents  reported. 
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The  number  of  accidents  per  thousand  workers  declined  from  103  accidents 
per  thousand  workers  in  the  ^2:id  year  to  97  accidents  per  thousand  workers 
in  the  ^3rd  year. 

The  initial  report  of  injury  showed  that  1  out  of  every  k   accidents  re- 
ported was  a  lost  time  accident. 

The  types  of  accidents  reported  most  frequently  were: 

1.  Struck  by  or  striking  against  objects  or  equipment  (hh'fo) , 

2.  Falls  and  slips  (20$), 

3.  .Strain  or  overexertion  (l6$). 

The  agencies  of  the  accidents  reported  most  frequently  in  this  division 
were : 


Working  surfaces  (l6$), 
Hand  tools  (ih'fo) , 
Vehicles  (9.3/0, 
Containers  (9.1$) • 


FINANCE,  INSURANCE,  &  REAL  ESTATE 

This  major  industry  division  reported  68  accidents  or  0.3$  of  all  acci- 
dents reported  during  the  past  year,  as  compared  with  76  accidents  reported 
or  O.-i-fj  of  all  accidents  reported  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  accidents 
reported  per  thousand  workers  declined  from  12  accidents  reported  per  thous- 
and in  the  42nd  year  to  11  accidents  per  thousand  in  the  ^3rd  year. 

The  initial  report  of  injury  showed  that  20$  of  the  accidents  were  lost 
time  accidents. 

Two  types  of  accidents,  struck  by  or  striking  against  objects  or  equip- 
ment (37$),  and  slips  and  falls  (3&$),  were  the  most  frequently  reported 
accidents  in  this  division. 

SERVICE 

The  service  industries  reported  1,511  accidents  or  &$  of  all  accidents 
reported  this,  the  k^rd.   year,  as  compared  with  1,301  accidents  or  6>o 
of  all  accidents  reported  in  the  42nd  year.  The  number  of  accidents  per 
thousand  workers  increased  from  56  accidents  per  thousand  in  the  42nd  year 
to  £3  accidents  per  thousand  workers  in  the  43rd  year.  Initial  reports  of 
injury  showed  that  26$  of  the  accidents  reported  were  lost  time  accidents. 

The  most  common  types  of  accidents  repcrted  were: 

1.  Struck  by  or  striking  against  (4-3$), 

2.  Falls  and  slips  (l9#L 

3.  Strain  or  overexertion  (l4$). 

The  most  common  agencies  of  the  accidents  were: 
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1.  Working  surfaces  (l5$)j 

2.  Hand  tools  (ll$), 
3-  Machines  (9$). 

GOVERNMENT 

Governmental  agencies  reported  1,523  accidents  or  8$  of  all  accidents 
reported  in  the  43rd  year.  In  the  42nd  year,  they  reported  1,647  accidents 
or  7-6/3  of  all  accidents  reported.  The  number  of  accidents  per  thousand 
workers  employed  declined  from  51  accidents  per  thousand  in  the  42nd  year  to 
43  accidents  per  thousand  in  the  43rd  year.  The  initial  report  cf  injury 
shoved  that  1  out  of  every  4  accidents  reported  was  a  lost  time  accident. 

Types  of  accidents  most  frequently  reported  by  governmental  agencies 
were : 

1.  Struck  by  or  striking  against  objects  or  equipment  (40$) , 

2.  Falls  and  slips  (25$), 

3.  Strain  or  overexertion  (l4$). 

Agencies  of  the  accidents  most  frequently  reported  were: 

1.  Working  surfaces  (20$), 

2.  Vehicles  (12-3$), 

3.  Hand  tools  (ll.8$) . 

Tables  XI,  XIII,  and  XIV,  show  mere  complete  information  on  lost  time  in- 
juries, type  of  accident,  and  agency  of  accidents  by  major  industry  division. 
Table  XII  in  the  section  on  fatal  accidents,  shows  the  number  of  fatalities 
for  each  major  industry  division. 

ACCIDENT  TYPE   (See  Tables  XIII  and  XIV ) 

Struck  by  or  striking  against  objects  was  again  the  most  common  type  of 
accident,  accounting  for  a  total  of  3,134  or  43.1$  of  all  accidents  reported. 
During  the  past  two  years,  this  type  of  accident  accounted  for  44. 5$  and  45$ 
of  the  yearly  totals  reported. 

Slips  and  falls  has  shown  virtually  no  change  in  the  past  three  years 
with  3 y 619  accidents  reported  in  the  43rd  year  or  20-3$  of  all  accidents  re- 
ported as  compared  with  20.6$  and  21.5$  the  past  2  years. 

Strain  or  overexertion  accounted  for  2,475  accidents  or  13*1$  of  the 
total  number  of  accidents  reported.  For  each  of  the  past  two  years  this  type 
accounted  for  12.4$  of  all  accidents  reported. 

Caught  in,  en,  or  between,  objects  or  machines  accounted  for  1,286  acci- 
dents  or  6.9$  of  all  accidents  reported,  only  a  slight  change  from  the  6.5$ 
reported  the  preceding  two  years. 

Foreign  bodies  in  the  ?;-;,  was  again  the  fifth  most  common  type  of  acci- 
dent with  1,272  accidents  or  6.7$  of  all  accidents  reported  as  compared  to 
6.1$  of  the  total  in  the  42nd  year  and  5-7$  ~n   -be  4lst  year. 


17. 


Other  types  of  accidents  did  not  show  any  unusual  change. 
AGENCY 

Working  surfaces  continued  to  be  the  most  common  agency  with  a  total 
of  2,851  or  15. l/o  of  the  total.  This  agency  category  has  represented  almost 
the  same  percentage  for  the  past  three  years  with  a  total  of  15.4$  in  the  42nd 
year  and  15-3$  in  "the  4lst  year. 

Hand  tools  remained  in  second  place  as  the  most  common  agency  with  a 
total  of  2,4-91  or  13-2$  of  all  accidents  reported  as  compared  to  13$  in  the 
teld  year  and  12-9$  in  the  4lst  year. 

Vehicles  of  all  types  were  involved  as  the  agency  of  the  accident  in 
1,544  accidents  or  8.2$  of  all  accidents  reported.  A  year  ago,  this  cate- 
gory showed  a  total  of  l,l48  accidents  (5-5$)>  au(^-  't'wo  years  age,  showed  a 
total  of  1,4-21  or  6.9$  of  all  accidents  reported. 

Machines  showed  little  change  in  the  number  of  accidents  reported  in  the 
43rd  year  with  1,299  accidents  reported  or  6.9$  of  all  accidents  reported, 
compared  with  7*1$  in  "the  42nd  year,  and  6.7$  in  the  4lst  year. 

Flying  particles  unas signed  to  a  parent  object  were  again  evident  as 
an  agency  being  involved  as  an  agency  in  1,283  accidents  or  6.8$  of  all 
accidents  reported  as  compared  with  5$  in  the  42nd  year,  and  6$  in  the  4lst 
year. 

Trees,  logs,  and  lumber  indicated  a  slight  decrease  as  the  agency  being 
involved  in  1,244-  accidents  or  6.6fo  of  all  accidents  reported.  Trees,  logs, 
and  lumber  were  involved  in  7*5$  of  the  accidents  reported  in  the  42nd  year, 
and  7*9$  oi   all  accidents  reported  in  the  4lst  year. 

A  comparison  of  other  agency  categories  did  not  indicate  any  alarming 
increase  in  their  comparative  totals,  nor  did  it  indicate  any  exceptional 
decrease.  A  study  of  the  figures  of  past  years  indicates  that,  although 
total  cases  may  increase  or  decrease,  the  ratio  between  the  total  number  of 
accidents  reported  and  the  agency  involved  remains  quite  constant. 

NATURE  07  INJURY  (See  Table  XVI ) 

A  study  of  the  nature  of  injury  resulting  from  the  type  of  accident  and 
the  agencies  involved  indicates  a  continuation  of  the  similarity  of  percent- 
ages. 

Strains,  sprains,  and  dislocations  resulted  from  5 ^ 235  accidents  or  27-8$ 
of  all  accidents  reported  in  the  4-3rd  year,  compared  with  27.4$  in  the  42nd 
year,  and  27$  in  the  4lst  year. 

Cuts,  lacerations,  and  -uncturez  resulted  from  4,465  accidents  or  23-7$ 
of  all  accidents  reported  in  the  •".•3rd  ya&r.  compared  with  22.3$  of  all  acci- 
dents reported  in  the  42nd  year,  and  22.  ;$  ox'  all  accidents  reported  in  the 
4lst  year. 
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Bruises  and  contusions  were  reported  in  3,026  accidents  or  l6.1$  of  all 
accidents  reported  in  the  43rd  year.  Comparative  figures  for  the  preceding 
two  years  showed  16.3$  in  the  4lst  year  and  15.8%  in  the  42nd  year. 

Foreign  bodies  in  the  eye  were  found  in  1,971  accidents  or  10.4$  of  all 
accidents  reported  in  the  43r&  year.  Again  we  find  very  little  deviation 
from  the  figures  of  the  past  two  years  with  this  nature  of  injury  being  found 
in  9*9$  of  ail  accidents  reported  in  the  42nd  year  and  in  9-5$  of  all  acci- 
dents reported  in  the  ij-lst  year. 

Fractures  were  a  result  of  1,503  accidents  or  7*9$  of  all  accidents  re- 
ported in  the  43rd  year.  This  is  a  decline  of  approximately  1$  in  each  of 
the  past  three  years . 

BODY  PART  AFFECTED   (See  Table  XVII ) 

In  the  43rd  year,  the  upper  extremities  were  injured  in  33$  of  all  acci- 
dents reported;  the  lower  extremities  were  injured  in  18.6$  of  all  accidents 
reported;   and  the  trunk  was  injured  in  7- 6$  of  all  accidents  reported.  Eye 
injuries  occurred  in  12.9$  of  all  accidents  reported;   the  head,  face,  and 
necl:  were  injured  in  7-5$  of  all  accidents  reported;  and  the  back  and  spine 
in  18.4$  cf  all  accidents  reported. 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS 

There  v/ere  6l  deaths  reported  in  the  43rd  year.  This  represents  a  drop 
of  24  in  the  number  of  fatal  accidents,  or  a  decrease  of  25$  from  last  year's 
total  of  85.  Fewer  fatal  accidents  occurred  in  the  i+3rd  year  than  in  any 
year  since  1247-48,  when  a  total  of  k6   fatal  accidents  was  reported. 


Agriculture  and  Agricultural  Services  reported  3  fatal  accidents,  one 
less  than  a  year  ago.  One  fatal  accident  occurred  in  aerial  spraying,  c 
pared  with  3  fatal  accidents  in  aerial  spraying  in  the  42n&  year. 


om- 


Mineral  Extraction  reported  a  total  cf  19  fatal  accidents,  6  les 
a  year  ago.  Fatalities  in  the  metal  and  hardrock  mining  industry  totaled  14, 
one  less  than  a  year  ago.  Coal  mining  reported  4  deaths,  3  more  than  a  year 
ago.  Crude  petroleum  and  natural  gas  production  and  their  allied  contract 
vices  reported  1  fatal  accident,  k   less  than  a  year  ago. 


se 


Fatal  accidents  reported  in  Contract  Construction  totaled  5,  ^  less 
than  a  year  ago.  Building  construction  reported  1  fatal  accident  in  the  43rd 
year  with  no  fatal  accidents  reported  in  the  42nd  year.  Highway  construction 
reported  2  fatal  accidents,  a.  decrease  of  1  from  the  previous  year.  General 
construction,  other  than  building,  reported  1  fatal  accident,  4  less  than 
the  previous  year.  Electrical  contractors  in  the  special-trades  field  re- 
ported one  fatal  accident.  There  were  no  deaths  reported  in  this  classifica- 
tion a  year  ago.  Dam  construction  reported  no  fatalities  in  the  43rd  year, 
1  less  than  the  previous  year. 

Manufacturing  Industrie.-:  reported  14  fatal  accidents  during  the  43rd 
year  as  compared  with  26  faxa.1  nocir'^nt.R  raring  the  42nd  year.  In  the  manu- 
facturing of  wood  products,  logging  operations  v^pcr-1'"'?  6  fatr.l  accidents 
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as  compared  with  9  a  year  ago.  Sawmills  reported  3  fatal  accidents  as  com- 
pared with  6  a  year  ago. 

Smelting  and  Refining  of  Metals  reported  3  fatal  accidents  as  compared 
with  5  the  previous  year.  Petroleum  refining,  chemical  manufacturing,  and 
grain  mill  products  reported  one  fatal  accident  each  during  the  43rd  year. 
During  the  42nd  year,  petroleum  refining  and  grain  mill  products  reported 
one  fatal  accident  each,  while  chemical  manufacturing  did  not  report  a  fatal 
accident. 

Transportation,  Communications,  and  Utilities  reported  a  total  of  3 
fatalities  in  the  43rd  year,  2  in  trucking  and  1  in  electric  utilities.  A 
year  ago,  trucking  concerns  reported  4  fatalities,  buslines,  2  fatalities, 
and  electric  utilities,  3  fatalities. 

Trade  Establishments  reported  5  fatal  accidents  in  the  43rd  year  as  com- 
pared  with  7  in  the  42nd  year.  Retail  auto  dealers,  eating  and  drinking 
places,  retail  food,  and  retail  general  merchandise  each  showed  one  less  fatal 
accident  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Hardware  and  implement  dealers  reported 
2  fatal  accidents  in  the  43rd  year.  They  had  reported  no  fatal  accidents  in 
the  42nd  year. 

Service  Industries  reported  2  fatal  accidents.  These  occurred  in 
laundries  and  cleaning  and  dyeing  establishments-  No  fatal  accidents  were 
reported  in  the  42nd  year. 

Governmental  Agencies  reported  a  total  of  10  fatal  accidents,  5  of  which 
occurred  in  local  agencies.  This  is  an  increase  of  3  fatal  accidents  reported 
from  the  previous  year. 

The  cause  of  death  given  by  major  industry  division  is  as  follows: 

Agriculture  &  Agricultural  Services 

Tractor  overturning  2 

Plane  crash  1 

Mineral  Extraction 

Asphyxiation  3 

Fail  of  ground  7 

Falling  equipment  1 

Falls  into  shafts  or  chutes           1 

Blasting  1 

Cage  1 

Hand  tools  1 

Heart  attacks  2 

Natural  causes,  N.O.C.  1 

Truck  accidents  1 

Manufacturing 

Vehicular  accidents  2 

Falling  trees  or  snags  2 

Unloading  truck  (load)  2 

Skidding  logs  1 
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Manufacturing  -  cont . 

Saw  kickbacks  1 

Collapse  of  storage  bin  1 

Wot  given  1 

Heart  attacks  k 

Contract  Construction 

Fall  into  hopper  1 

Truck  accident  1 

Drowning  1 

Transportation,  Communications,  and  Utilities 

Truck  accidents  1 

Natural  causes  1 


Trade 


Service 


Government 


Car  accidents  •  2 

Heart  attacks  3 


Truck  -  train  collision 


Plane  crash  1 

Overturning  equipment  2 

Caught  in  moving  equipment  1 

Gunshot  wounds  1 

Heart  attacks  k 

Natural  causes,  IT.O.C.  1 

vvvv  vvvv 

A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A 


The  number  of  dependents  claiming  compensation  benefits  for  each  of 
the  fatal  accidents  is  as  follows: 


1  Dependent 

20 

2  Dependents 

10 

3 

11 

k 

5 

5 

3 

6  or  more  Dependents 

k 

Not  Given 

6 

The  average  number  of  dependents  for  each  fatal  accident  was  3. 

Heart  failure  or  heart  disease  was  the  contributing  factor  in  12  fatal 
accidents  in  the  43rd  year,  compared  with  17  a  year  ago.  It  is  not  possible 
at  this  time  to  determine  how  many  will  prove  to  be  compensable. 

We  have  prepared,  from  the  information  available,  a  summarization  of  the 
case  histories  of  the  fatal  accidents .  The  limited  information  available  has 
made  it  necessary  to  base  certain  of  cur  conclusions  on  assumptions.   This 
summary  is  found  on  the  following  pages. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  FACTORS  (See  Tables  XVII,  XVIII,  and  XIX) 

A  general  summarization  has  leer,  made,  based  on  the  time  of  the  acci- 
dent, marital  status,  and  age  of  the  injured  worker,  and  the  county  in  which 
the  accident  occurred.  To  review  these  factors,  briefly,  we  find  that  the 
majority  of  injuries  occur  between  the  hours  of  10  a.m.  and  11  a.m.,  and 
between  3  P-m.  and  k   p.m.  Reviewing  previous  Montana  reports  and  the  re- 
ports of  other  States,  we  find  the  time  of  the  accident  as  reported  above,  to 
be  the  same  in  most  industries  in  most  States.  Table  XVII  is  a  study  of  the 
time  factor  in  industrial  accidents. 

During  the  paot  year,  it  has  been  found  that  91-7/J  °±  aH  industrially- 
injured  workmen  in  Montana  were  males;  8. 3/°  were  females.  Of  the  -cotal  num- 
ber of  workmen  injured,  08. cjfo  were  married  males;  13.6$  single  males;  U.7?j 
were  married  females;  and  3-1$  were  single  females. 

Age  as  a  factor  in  industrial  accidents  was  studied  by  grouping  injured 
workmen  into  5  year  age'  groups .  The  age  group  from  25  to  29  showed  the 
greatest  number  of  accidents.  No  remarkable  difference  in  the  number  of 
accidents  reported  for  the  <jther  age  groups  is  noted. 

Table  XVIII  is  a  study  of  age  factor  in  industrial  accidents. 

Table  XIX  shows  the  number  of  industrial  accidents  occurring  in  each 
county  by  major  industry  division.  Any  significant  change  in  the  number  of 
accidents  reported  by  geographic  location  could  be  the  result  of  a  corres- 
ponding shift  of  industrial  operations. 


TTC 


have  noted  that  a  decline  in  the  working  force  of  many  industries  is 
believed  to  be,  in  part,  responsible  for  the  decrease  in  the  overall  accident 
picture,  lie  have  also  called  attention  to  the  increasing  emphasis  that  has 
been  placed  on  industrial  safety  and  accident  prevention,  and  while  it  is 
difficult  tc  determine  the  exact  effect  of  euch  a  program,  it  is  sincerely 
hoped  that  it  has  teen  responsible  for  the  reducxion  of  accidents  reported 
in  Montana  in  the  last  fiscal  year. 

V  V  iV  V  V  V  Vi 
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Table  XI 

TIME-LUSS  &  ,:0  TIME-LGSS 
BY   INLUSTRJAL  CLASS  inc..  J 
JULY,  1957  -  JU,:E,  1958 


i.'JLKi; 
'j,  IS 


Industry 


AGRICULTLRE  &  FORESTRY 
Agriculture 
Agricultural  Services 
Forestry 


iCRAL  EXTRACTION 


METAL 

Coal  . 
Crude 
Oil  & 
Rock, 
Other 
Other 


,1 1  N  I  NG 
1 1 N I NG 
PETROLEUM 
GAS-*F  I  ELD 


MON~METALLIC 
NOfJ-METALLIC 


&  NATURAL  GAS  PRODUCTION 

CONTRACT  SERVICES 
QUARRYING 

MINING  &  QUARRYING 
HARD-ROCK  MINING 


CONTRACT  CONSTRUCTION 

General  contractors,  building 
General  contractors 
Special-trade  contractors 

Structupal-steel  erection 

Plumbing,  heating,  &  air  conditioning 

Painting  &  paper  hanging  (small  duellings 
or  building   interiors/ 

Electrical  contractors, 

Masonry,  stonework    plastering,  etc. 

Line  construction  'electrical  or  T.  &  T.) 

Roofing  &  sheet  metal 

Dam  construction 

Other  special-trade  contractors 

Heavy  painting 

MANUFACTURING 

Food  1  kindred  products 

Meat  products 

Lairy  products 

Fruit  &  vegetable  canning  &  preserving 

Grain  mill  products 

Sugar 

Confectionery 

Beverages 

Miscellaneous  food  products 

Bakery  products 
Textile  products 
Lumber  &  wood  products  (except  furniture) 

LOGG I NG 

sawh i lls 

Planing  mills 

Plywood  &  veneer  plants 

Sash  &  door  (imcl.  mill-work) 

Other  vjood  products 
Furniture  &  fixtures 
Paper  &  allied  products 
Printing,  publishing  &  allied  industries 
Chemicals  &  allied  products 
Petroleum  products 
Rubber  products 
-  Leather  &  leather  products 
Stone,  clay,  &  glass  products 
Metal  smelting,  refining  &  rolling 
Fabricated  metal  products  (except  ordnance, 

machinery) 
Machinery  &  machine  parts  (except  electrical) 
Electrical  machinery,  equipment  &  supplies 


Ho  Lost 

'OTAL 

Lost  Time 

Time 

Undeter- 

Injuries ; 

Injuries 

mined 

950 

398 

47§ 

76 

915 

381 

458 

76 

23 

12   : 

11 

- 

12 

5   i 

7 

- 

1,477 

615 

752 

110 

614 

378    : 

167 

69 

37 

18    : 

17 

2 

126 

29 

90 

7 

529 

162   ' 

337 

30     i 

19 

7 

11 

1 

15 

6 

9 

- 

137 

15 

121 

1 

3,861 

1,103 

2,544 

214 

1,361 

428 

850 

83 

1*338 

335 

918 

65 

1,162 

320 

776 

66      ': 

158 

32 

121 

5 

319 

85 

215 

19      | 

50 

14 

30 

6      I 

148 

39 

97 

12      1 

167 

53 

1C5 

8 

51 

19 

29 

3 

98 

31 

64 

3 

79 

20 

55 

4 

83 

23 

55 

5 

9 

4 

4 

1 

4,222 

1,4^3 

2,460 

314 

1,107 

263 

774 

""65" 

258 

60 

179 

19 

173 

•42 

125 

11 

41 

14 

26 

1 

119 

41 

66 

12 

229 

39 

183 

7 

3 

- 

3 

- 

138 

40 

90 

8 

10 

2 

8 

- 

131 

30 

94 

7 

1 

— 

1 

- 

2,074 

840 

1,094 

140 

701 

356 

289 

56 

1,100 

395 

625 

80 

45 

16 

27 

2 

23 

10 

13 

- 

129 

37 

92 

- 

76 

26 

48 

2      ; 

13 

2 

11 

- 

29 

4 

25 

- 

71 

9 

56 

6 

85 

7 

71 

7 

234 

44 

184 

6 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

1 

2 

- 

155 

42 

91 

22     ; 

262 

189 

25 

48      j 

100 

24 

64 

12 

27 

4 

16 

7 

3 

- 

3 

- 
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Table  XI  -  cont. 

T lilE-LOSS  AND  ,.0  Tl.iE-LOSS   INJURIES 
3Y   INDUSTRIAL  CLASSIFICATIONS 
JULY0  1957  -  JUNE,  1958 


Total 

1  Lost  Time ; 

No  Lost 
Time 

Undeter- 

INDUSTRY 

1  Injuries  i 

Injuries 

mined 

1  MANUFACTURING  -  cont. 

1 ransportation  equipment                 ! 

35 

6 

28 

1 

Instruments  &  related  products 

7 

!       3  i 

4 

- 

Miscellaneous  manufacturing  industries 

15 

5 

10 

- 

TRANSPORTATION.  COMMUNICATIONS.  &  UTILITIES 

;,ip.g 

365 

744 

2D 

Railroads 

22 

!       6 

16 

- 

Railroads  &  allied  industries 

3 

1 

2 

- 

Railway  express  service              j 

19 

5  j 

14 

- 

Local  Railways  &  bus  lines 

13 

3  : 

10 

- 

Publicly  operated                  1 

1 

1  i 

- 

- 

Privately  owned 

12 

2  1 

10 

- 

Trucking  &  warehousing 

643 

223 

381 

44 

Trucking  (except  log  or  lumber  hauling) 

364 

137  . 

2C9 

18 

Trucking  &  storage 

161 

54  : 

92 

15 

Cold  storage  lockers 

17 

3  : 

13 

1 

Warehousing 

15 

4  ■ 

8 

3 

Grain  elevators  (not  milling  employees) 

91 

25  ; 

59 

7 

Other  transportation  (except  water) 

79 

27 

.46 

6 

DUS  LINES  OTHER  THAN  CITY  &  SUBURBAN 

25 

8 

17 

- 

Air-transportation  (common  carrier) 

20 

9 

6 

5  . 

Taxi-cabs 

20 

7 

12 

1 

Pipe-line  transportation  (except 

NATURAL  GAS)                            '■ 

11 

2 

9 

- 

Passenger  transportation,  N.O.C. 

3 

1 

2 

- 

Services  allies  to  transportation 

13 

5 

7 

1  ! 

Air  transportation  services 

12 

5 

7 

— 

Other  transportation  services 

1 

— 

— 

1  . 

Telephone  l   i elegraph 

87 

17 

65 

5  : 

Electric  a   gas  utilities 

203 

40 

156 

7  1 

Publicly  operated 

113 

23 

86 

4  : 

Privately  owned 

90 

17 

70 

3 

Water,  heat  &  sanitary  services  (incl.  publicly 

&  privately  owned  &  operated) 

124 

44 

73 

7 

Water  supply  systems 

35 

10 

23 

2 

Irrigation  systems 

45 

15 

29 

1    : 

Sanitary  syste:;s 

42 

19 

20 

3 

Other 

2 

— 

1 

1 

TRADE 

4rC56 

1.034 

2,6S8 

334 

Wholesale 

541 

153 

351 

37 

Scrap  metal  salvage  &  junk  yards 

37 

8 

29 

- 

Chemicals,  drugs,  &  allied  products 

8 

5 

3 

- 

Produce  &  food 

118 

36 

76 

6   1 

Electrical  goods  &  appliances 

13 

1 

12 

- 

Machinery,  professional  &  service 

EQUIPMENT,  HARDWARE,  PLUMBING  & 

HEATING 

59 

9 

41 

9 

Wholesale  trade,  N.O.C. 

48 

17 

29 

2  ; 

Petroleum  bulk  tank  stations 

101 

31 

67 

3   j 

Packers  &  shippers  of  fresh  fruits  & 

vegetables 

8 

2 

5 

1 

Parts  (automotive,  machinery,  electrical, 

ETC.) 

62 

16 

40 

6 

Sales  branches,  agents,  &  brokers 

21 

8 

11 

2  : 

Livestock  auction  companies,  incl.  yards 

&  feeding) 

66 

20 

38 

8 

Wholesale  &  retail  trade  combined 

327 

69 

231 

27 

Lumber  &  building  materials  dealers 

INCL.  PAINT  &  GLASS,  &  READY-MIX 

CONCRETE 

296 

56 

213 

27 

Dairies  (wholesale  &  retail  combined) 

23 

9 

14 

i 

36. 


Table  XI  -  cont. 
TIME-LOSS  AND  ,X)  TIT 
BY   I  iMDUSTR  I AL  CLASS  I 


JULYn  1957  -  JUNE,  1958 


E-LOSS   UJUillES 
FICATIONS 


No  Lost 

Total 

Lost  Time ; 

Time 

UndeteR- : 

Industry 

Injuries  j 

Injuries  j 

MINED 

"TRADE  -  cont. 

Other  wholesale:  &  retail  trade  combined 

8 

4  : 

4  1 

-  | 

Retail 

3,188 

812  ; 

2,106 

270  : 

Retail  general  merchandise 

281 

69  I 

180  ! 

32  1 

i         Drug  stores 

14 

3  ; 

9 

2  j 

Retail  food  &  liquor  stores 

513 

120  j 

343  : 

45  i 

Dairy  product  stores  &  milk  dealers 

6 

-  ; 

5   : 

1 

Automotive  dealers 

746 

174  j 

507 

65  I 

Accessory,  tire  I   battery  dealers 

109 

21  j 

79  : 

9  j 

Retail  clothing,  incl.  shoes 

18 

7  i 

10  I 

1  i 

Other  retail  trade 

65 

14  | 

44  : 

<'  j 

Furniture  stores,  incl.  carpeting  & 

;                 TILE  LAYING 

65 

16  ! 

41  j 

3  : 

Hardware  &  implement  dealers 

294 

71  : 

197  ! 

26  1 

Appliance  &  radio-TV  stores 

58 

19  : 

36  j 

3  : 

j         Fuel  &  ice  dealers 

6 

- 

5  ! 

1  : 

Eating  &  drinking  places 

451 

159  i 

248  ! 

44 

Retail  filling  stations 

285 

81  | 

193  ; 

11  : 

Machinery  &  equipment  dealers,  incl. 

1              service  &  REPAIR 

209 

39  ! 

159  ! 

11  ; 

Retail  feed  &  grain 

68 

19 

45  I 

4  . 

\     FINANCE,  INSURANCE.  &  REAL  ESTATE 

63 

14 

42 

12  | 

Banks,  security  dealers,  finance  agencies 

!       35 

9 

23 

3  I 

Insurance  carriers,  agents  &  brokers 

13 

2 

7 

4  1 

-  Real  estate  or  housing  units 

20 

3 

12 

5  ; 

1  SERVICE 

1,511 

402 

966 

143  ; 

i     Hotels  &  lodging  places 

!      304 

:      80 

202 

22  j 

Personal  services 

135 

40 

88 

7  ; 

Laundries,  laundry  services,  cleaning 

1            &  dyeing  plants 

110 

30 

74 

6  j 

Funeral  parlors 

5 

1 

4 

- 

1         Other  personal  services 

20 

9 

10 

1  j 

1     Business  services 

40 

!      13 

24 

3 

I     Repair  services 

471 

102 

326 

43 

AUTOMOEILE  REPAIR  SERVICES  &  GARAGES 

!      316 

\               73 

217 

26  | 

Miscellaneous  repair  services 

i      12 

i     i 

11 

- 

BLACKSMI THING  &  WELDING  SHOPS 

34 

4 

25 

5 

j         Machine  shops 

109 

24 

73 

12  : 

;;     Motion  pictures 

20 

8 

11 

1  : 

Amusements  &  recreation  services 

97 

39 

48 

10 

Medical  &  other  health  services 

j     320 

:      79 

197 

44 

Hospitals 

291 

70 

178 

43  1 

■Medical  laooratories,  clinics,  medical 

or  dental 

11 

i       3 

8 

- 

Other  medical  &  health  services 

18 

6 

11 

!    i  i 

Educational  services  -  private 

!      42 

1      14 

24 

1    4 

Other  professional  services 

34 

11 

21 

1      2 

Architects,  consulting  engineers,  surveyors 

12 

2 

10 

- 

Religious  organizations 

18 

!       8 

8 

2  . 

Non-profit  membership  organizations 

48 

16 

25 

7 

1  GOVERNMENT 

;    1,523 

!     379 

979 

165 
1     59   ; 

State 

!     632 

136 

i     437 

Highway  patrol 

20 

6 

14 

- 

Corrections,  dept.  of  (incl.  state  prison, 

• 

corrective  institutions,  youth 

i        : 

.;           authority,  etc.) 

21 

3 

16 

2 

Education,  dept.  of  (incl.  university, 

; 

state  colleges,  special  schools) 

191 

38 

129 

k           24 

State  hospitals,  board  of  health 

SI 

13 

57 

11 

37- 


Table  XI  -  corn-, 

T I, IE-LOSS  AID  :.0  TIME-LOSS  INJURIES 
BY   liJi'USTRIAL  CLASSIFICATION'S 
JUNE,  1957  -  JULY,  1958 


Industry 


GOVERME.iT  -  corn-. 

Fish  &  Game  dept. 

Natural  resources,  forestry,  Water 

Cc    SERVATION    DOARD 

Public  works,  dept.  of  (incl.  highways, 

parks ;  shop  &  central  dept.) 
Other  state  agencies 
Local  (except  public  utilities) 
Police  protection 
Fire  protection 
Education 

Parks  l  recreation 

Road,  street,  public  works,   incl.  shops 
Hospitals 
Other  local  government 


IICUSTRY  ;iGT  ilEFC  RTED 


TOTAL 


Total 


35 
20 

215 
49 

S91 
81 
47 

236 
14 

367 
8 

138 


18.362 


Lost  Time 
Injuries 


No  Lost 

Time 

Injuries 


Undeter- 
mined 


10 


42 
18 

243 

15 

3 

72 

5 

102 

5 

36 


5.759 


23 
12 

158 
28 

542 
62 
36 

125 
7 

225 

3 

84 


11,663 


15 

3 
1C6 

4 

3 
39 

2 
40 

18 


1 ,440 


38. 


FATALITIES  REPORTED  BY  INDUSTRY 
July  1957-1958 
Table  XII 


Agricluture  &  Agricultural  Services  3 

Ranching  2 

Spraying  &  Pest  Control  1 

Mineral  Extraction  19 

Metal  and  hardrock  mining  14 

Coal  mining  k 

Crude  petroleum  and  natural  gas  production  1 
(incl.  oil  &  gas  field  contract  services) 

Contract  Construction  5 

Building  construction  1 

Highway  construction  2 

General  construction,  not  building  1 

Electrical  contractors  1 

Manufacturing  jh 

Grain  mill  products  1 
Wood  products 

Logging  6 

Sawmills  3 

Petroleum  products  1 

Smelting  &  refining  of  metals  3 

Transportation.  Communications,  &  Utilities  3, 

Trucking  2 

Electric  utilities  1 

Trade  2 

Wholesale  (sales)  1 

Retail  automobile  dealers  1 

Hardware  &  implement  dealers  2 

Eating  &  drinking  places  1 

Service  2 

Laundries,  cleaning  &  dyeing  2 

Government  10 
S  ^a'ce 

Institutional  farms  1 

Fish  &  Game  1 

Highways  3 

Local 

Police  protection  1 

Education  1 

Park  &  recreation  1 

Roads  &  Streets  1 

Other  1 


TOTAL  61 


39- 
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Table  XVI  I  I 
Time  of   Injury 
All  Industries 
July  1957-June  1958 


In  3,112  cases  (16.5$),  the  time  of  the  injury  was  unknown  or  not  stated 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  SAFETY 

^3rd  Fiscal  Year 
(July  1957  -  June  19?8 ) 

The  primary  function  of  the  Department  of  Safety  is  the  reduction  of 
accidents  through  an  action  program  of  regular  safety  inspections  of  in- 
herently hazardous  occupations  and  plant  operations  and  inspections  of 
steam  boilers  and  engines .  Records  of  -ill  Inspections  are  posted  and  filed 
and  certificates  issued. 

An  active  and  productive  safety  program  is  the  goal  of  every  member  of 
the  Safety  Department.  A  continuing  effort  is  made  to  promote  safety  by 
pointing  out  hazardous  conditions,  the  value  of  accident  prevention  and 
possible  corrective  action.  Progress  in  the  reduction  of  the  loss  of  pro- 
ductivity due  to  injuries  or  fatalities  occurring  on-the-job  in  Montana, 
is  being  achieved.  The  evaluation  in  total  costs  is  impossible  to  determine. 
The  development  of  safe  attitudes  on-the-job  is  reflected  in  fewer  off-the- 
job  accidents,  as  well. 

Accurate  frequency  figures  for  the  Agricultural  Industry  are  unavail- 
able for  statistical  purposes  as  this  group  is  exempt  from  provisions  of 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  With  the  figures  that  are  available,  i4: 
is  apparent  that  the  frequency  and  severity  of  work  injuries  on  farms  end 
ranches  in  relation  to  other  types  of  industry,  is  very  high.  The  Inclos  • 
ion  of  Agricultural  Industry  in  the  Act  would  make  it  possible  to  concentrate 
considerably  more  activity  in  accident  prevention  in  this  field. 

PROCEDURE 

A  revised  system  of  operation  and  several  procedural  changes  have  been 
made  in  order  to  utilize  the  useful  information  obtained  from  the  IBM  machines, 
the  Statistical  Department,  Claims  Department,  and  other  Departments  oi  the 
Industrial  Accident  Board. 

1.  The  repeal  by  the  35th  Legislative  Assembly  of  sections  of  the 
Workman's  Compensation  Act  dealing  with  collection  ">j  .r  section 
fees  effective  July  1,  1957>  made  possible  a  revirei  system  of 
safety  inspections. 

2.  A  complete  listing  of  all  accidents  reported  by  P.la'.r  ' ,    ~1  .    *s*. 
Ill,  is  given  the  Department  of  Safety  each  month  •.-•;  keep  thsu 
informed  of  all  accidents  reported  during  the  precedin.:;  nont 

3.  The  accident  listing  is  decoded  and  the  accident  register  sheets 
are  copied  and  given  to  the  inspectors. 

h.     New  inspection  report  sheets  for  general  safety  inspections, 
legging  and  sawmill  and  nine  inspections,  have  been  put  in  use. 

5.  All  of  the  inspectors  now  make  out  weekly  reports  with  a  listing 
of  their  activities  of  the  preceding  week. 
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6.  The  inspectors ,  rather  than  inspect  by  geographical  location,  are 
now  divided  into  categories  cf  hazardous  industries  regardless  of 
location. 

7-  Procedural  changes  have  made  necessary  a  review  of  methods  of 
compiling  accident  data. 

A  new  spirit  of  cooperation  between  the  field  personnel  and  management 
has  been  quite  evident  since  the  repeal  of  Sections  92-1211,  92-1212,  and 
92-1213 •  This  has  made  possible  much  needed  changes  in  inspection  procedure. 
An  increase  in  requests  for  plant  study,  safety  control  methods  and  instruc- 
tion has  been  noted.  It  has  made  possible  the  grouping  of  inspectors  in 
fields  of  their  ability  and  the  release  of  inspectors  for  more  active  parti- 
cipation in  field  checks,  inspections  and  studies.  He  can  become  more  fami- 
liar with  a  special  problem  and  how  a  particular  industry  copes  with  it.  The 
information  necessary  to  correct  a  certain  hazardous  condition  is  more  readi- 
ly available  and  more  uniform. 

The  inspection  report  sheets  now  in  use  make  possible  a  more  detailed 
and  comprehensive  report  listing  conditions  and  safe  or  unsafe  operations. 
These  inspection  report  sheets,  for  the  most  part,  have  been  well  :-(.■■   .'-A 
by  both  employer  and  employee  alike.  Rather  than  devoting  time  tu  zn •:  qt:?n.cy 
of  inspections  the  inspectors  are  conducting  more  thorough  safety  chec  .,-: 
and  discussing  existing  and  possible  hazards  and  methods  to  eliminate  or  re- 
duce them.  From  the  report  sheet  it  is  possible  to  gather  other  informa- 
tion for  statistical  purposes. 

The  accident  listing  received  from  the  Statistical  Department  is  used 
as  a  basis  for  safety  inspections  and  safety  meetings.   The  accident  sh;-."'s 
are  given  the  inspector  who  then  makes  an  inspection  and  visits  with  thn 
employer  and  others  concerned  to  discuss  the  accidents  and  their  causes, 
copy  of  the  accident  record  is  left  at  the  plant. 
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As  in  the  past,  fatal  on-the-job  accidents  have  been  investigated. 
Serious  accidents,  such  as  loss-of-limb,  were  also  investigated  whoever 
possible  but  due  to  the  limited  number  of  inspector  personnel  thest;  .-hk-s 
made  only  when  time  permitted.  Investigations  of  non-fatal  sc":L'1'uy:s  '.c 
important  in  that  it  helps  to  discover  a  possible  cause  end  pirbsfkls  remedy. 

In  the  Department  of  Safety's  continuing  effort  to  e,rip}:e?,i.ze   accident 
prevention  more  safety  meetings  were  attended  and  sever?;  I  wer-i  cor.du-jied  by 
the  safety  personnel.  It  is  hoped  that  a  stepped- up  pre  tram  of  activity 
in  this  field  will  be  possible  in  the  future.   This  hac  b~en  fr.-jnd  ;•  be 
the  best  way  to  approach  plants  with  a  greater  number  cf  ^ ..; '.oyees  t.;d 
groups  of  smaller  plants  or  operators.   Instruction  pet  lt-: -;::•!  and  necess.ry 
material  to  conduct  safety  meetings  are  limited  to  mateiialv.  available  and 
safety  inspectors  in  the  department. 

ACTIVITY 

The  duties  of  the  boiler  inspectors  and  the  issuing  of  boiler  licenses 
and  certificates  is  carried  en  according  to  the  Laws  of  Montana  Relating 
to  Boilers  and  Engines.  Two  cf  the  boiler  inspectors  worked  for  12  months 
of  the  fiscal  year.  One  retired  after  working  2  months  of  this  period  and 
a  newly  appointed  inspector  worked  h   months.  The  boiler  inspectors,  in  addi- 
tion to  making  inspections  of  all  boilers  coming  within  the  provisions  of 


the  law,  also  give  examinations  for  the  various  classes  of  licenses,  collect 
boiler  inspection  and  license  fees  and  are  frequently  called  upon  to  make 
emergency  or  special  inspections.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  a  uniform 
boiler  and  pressure  vessel  law  will  be  adopted  to  replace  the  outmoded  one 
now  in  use. 

The  decline  in  employment  in  metal  mines  is  reflected  in  an  almost 
one-third  reduction  in  the  total  number  of  accidents  reported  in  mineral 
extraction  activities.  The  Department  of  Safety  was  without  the  services  of 
a  metal  mines  inspector  during  the  winter  months  but  the  coal  mines  inspector 
conducted  investigations  of  fatalities  and  made  inspections  as  time  permitted. 
A  full  time  inspector  was  appointed  in  May,  19p8.  Operations  of  the  metal 
nines  in  Butte  shew  a  decrease  of  about  20  per  cent  in  the  underground  mining 
activities  for  1957-53  from  the  1956-57  figures.  However,  the  production  in 
open  pit  mining  shows  an  increase  of  about  kO   per  cent  over  the  1956-57 
average.  The  overall  production  of  copper  was  practically  the  same  as  for 
the  year  of  1956-57-  Zinc  production  was  down  50  per  cent  from  the  1956-57 
production  totals.  Manganese  production  was  down  about  33  1/3  Per  cent. 
The  decrease  in  the  production  of  manganese  was  probably  due  to  the  comple- 
tion of  the  government  stockpiling  program.  The  phosphate  industry  shows 
an  increase  of  almost  10  per  cent  over  the  production  totals  for  1956-57. 
Chrome  stockpiling  in  Stillwater  County  is  expected  to  be  completed  by  i960. 
Vermicuiite  production  in  Lincoln  County  is  being  stepped  up  and  large 
quantities  of  low  grade  ore  which  was  formerly  disposed  of  as  waste  is  being 
utilized.  There  are  3  active  uranium  operations  in  the  Pryor  Mountain  area 
in  Carbon  County.  Gypsum  production  is  continuing  in  Fergus  County  and 
sheet  rock  is  being  manufactured  at  the  plant.  In  addition  to  inspecting 
coal  and  quartz  mines  and  making  investigations  of  accidents  in  these  f vils, 
the  mine  inspectors  also  carry  on  inspections  and  investigations  in  re.l-  ;?<] 
fields,  such  as  cement  processing,  smelting,  quarrying,  etc.  The  mine 
inspectors  are  compiling  a  new  and  complete  listing  of  mines  and  their  p.i  .-•*- 
vities.  Due  to  the  shortage  of  personnel  necessary  to  establish  a  prop«.,&e?. 
code  for  the  metal  mining  industry,  the  appointment  of  a  committee  and  tbe 
procuring  of  needed  material  was  delayed  until  the  next  fiscal  year. 

The  total  tonnage  of  coal  shows  a  decrease  of  U05,915'20  tons  from 
the  1956-57  total,  due  to  closing  of  a  mine  at  Colstrip,  and  a  general 
decrease  in  the  market  for  coal  throughout  the  State.  Stripping  operations 
are  getting  underway  at  Savage,  Montana,  which  is  to  furnish  coal  for  the 
power  plant  at  Sidney.  It  is  expected  that  this  operation  will  result  in 
a  considerable  increase  in  coal  production  in  the  State  in  future  years. 
Four  fatalities  occurred  in  the  coal  mining  industry.  These  fatalities 
were  the  result  of  crushing  injuries  caused  by  falling  rock  in  Musselshell 
County. 

The  lumber  and  wood  products  industry  also  saw  a  drop  in  employment 
which  was  reflected  in  the  number  of  accidents.  Available  figures  as  of 
this  date  are  not  sufficiently  accurate  to  point  up  a  trend  in  accident  re- 
duction in  direct  relation  to  employment.  The  problem  of  frequency  of  acci- 
dents in  small  contract  operations  continues  to  exist.  A  concerted  ef fc  c~ 
on  the  part  of  the  logging  and  sawmill  inspector  has  brought  about  needed 
safety  reforms.  Considerable  assistance  has  been  received  from  other  depart- 
ments in  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  as  well  as  other  outside  departments 
such  as  the  Highway  Department,  Forest  Service,  Indian  Service  and  private 
companies. 
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The  number  of  general  safety  inspections  decreased  during  the  fiscal 
due  primarily  to  the  change  in  inspection  procedure  and 
partly  "because  of  a  change  in  personnel  duties.  Generally  speaking,  the 
overall  activity  increased  and  a  downward  trend  is  noted  in  frequency  and 
severity  in  relation  to  the  employment  totals.  Since  the  adoption  of  the 
Construction  Code  and  the  distribution  of  these  booklets  a  decrease  in  fre- 
quency and  severity  was  listed.  The  use  of  safety  equipment  and  safety 
methods  is  gradually  increasing  in  the  construction  field. 

Much  remains  to  be  done  from  the  standpoint  of  safety  if  accidents  are 
to  be  reduced  in  State,  County,  and  City  Agencies  and  Departments.  The  fre- 
quency and  severity  in  the  more  hazardous  occupations  of  these  agencies  and 
departments  is  extremely  high. 

The  services  of  the  Department  of  Safety  and  its  personnel  are  made 
available  to  all  private,  state,  county,  and  city  establishments,  when 
possible,  to  assist  in  safety  problems  and  aid  in  organizing  safety  pro- 
grams. This  activity  is  restricted  somewhat  by  available  personnel. 

In  addition  to  the  Safety  Codes  now  in  effect  in  this  state,  proposed 
codes  will  be  adopted  in  the  future  as  time  and  money  become  available . 
Adopted  codes  pertain  to  Logging  and  Sawmill  operations,  Liquified  Petroleum 
Gases,  Construction,  Coal  and  Metal  Mining,  and  Boilers  and  Engines. 

Travel  out  of  the  state  for  educational  and  conference  purposes  was 
authorized  during  the  fiscal  period.  A  representative  attended  the  Presi- 
dent's Conference  on  Occupational  Safety  in  Washington,  the  Mine  Inspector 
was  in  Denver  for  the  Mine  Inspectors  Institute  of  America,  two  members  of 
the  Safety  Department  attended  an  extensive  course  on  Industrial  Safety  at 
the  Safety  Training  Institute  in  Chicago.  The  information  exchanged  at 
these  meetings  is  of  considerable  value. 

A  summary  of  activities  follows. 

Safety  Inspections  No. 

Plan  I  81 

Plan  II  5^8 

Plan  III  96l 

Plan  Unknown  673* 

2,263 

*  Includes  firms  without  coverage 

Investigations  of  Fatal  Accidents  No. 

logging  &  woodworking  industry    13 
Mining  lk 

General  industry  &  agriculture    lk 

kl* 

*  Does  not  include  accidents  on  public  roads 
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Safety  Meetings 


Wo. 


Logging  &  woodworking  industry     10 
Mining      (  3 

General  industry  8s  agriculture     lo 


Other  Activities 


29 


Logging  &  woodworking  industry 

Mining 

General  industry  &  agriculture 


7 
13 
53 


Boilers  and  Engines 


73 


Inspections 


1,85' 


Operator  Licenses 


Original  (inspectors) 
1st  Class 
2nd  Class 
3rd  Class 
Low  Pressure 
1st  Class  A  &  E 
2nd  Class  A  &  E 


T> 


raction 


Renewals  (inspectors) 
Reissue  (Office) 


36 

KG 

205 

153 

9 

7 

3 

459 

3^3 


J. 3  v  L/J_£ISS 

8 

2nd  Class 

9 

■3W1   "Iqqq 

69 

Low  Pressure 

k6 

1st  Class  A  &  E 

- 

2nd  Class  A  8c  E 

k 

Traction 

h 

i£o 

Renewals  (Office) 

2,062 

Certificates  Issued            IIo. 

Total  ?e°s 

Inspectors       991 

$  1/303.CO 

Office         2,200 

2,<+;/t  .00 

Eoilers        1/979 

11, 535. CO 

52. 


Vehicle  Reports              Miles  #  Cost 

Travelled 

Boiler  Inspectors       54,i|>4l  v  1,549.84 

Safety  Inspectors        58,159  1,303-99 

Mine  Inspectors         28,552  841.28 

Logging  Inspector        7,053  224:93 

143,210  $  3,920.o4 

*  Does  not  include  private  vehicle. 


53- 


